
(M-7.5)


[image: image1.png]THE CORNERSTONE
Catholic Scripture Study




PREPARING MEMBERS TO GIVE A FOCUS
(If there is no Focus Minister in place, a Branch Facilitator will do the following.)

It is beneficial to have a meeting in the beginning of the year for the Focus Minister to talk with all who have been asked to pray about giving a focus as well as those who marked on the Registration Sign-up Form the previous year they would be willing to pray about giving a Focus. At this meeting volunteers are thanked and encouraged. Others who have given Focuses in the past may be asked to share briefly what this process has been like and to assure new presenters that it is a positive experience. Then the Branch Facilitator or Focus Minister will explain the procedure to be followed when preparing a Focus. If a meeting is not held, the Focus Minister will explain the following to each presenter individually.

A Focus is modeled after the Central Teaching Method explained in the bulleted paragraph below preparing for a Focus Talk. This document is given to all who prepare and present a Focus. The talks are to be connected to the section of scripture being studied during the week and linked to a verse from that scripture passage. It should be emphasized that the Focus should last about five minutes—no longer than eight minutes. A simple guide to follow: the Focus should be between 1½ - 2 pages of single-spaced size 12 Arial font to stay within the designated time limit.

To prepare the Focus the following procedure is followed. 
· The person giving the Focus reads over the passage several times; then spends time in quiet prayer allowing God to bring to mind a thought/s about the Scripture readings for the week. It may be helpful to complete the week’s study questions and to read the commentary for help in coming up with a theme/topic. A verse from the passage that complements the theme/topic should be selected and included in the opening of the Focus. 

· The three parts of the Focus explained in the handout (M-7.3) “Focus Guide and Outline” should be identified and used as an outline for the Focus:
1. Main topic/theme: The topic, theme and applicable scripture verse should be introduced in the beginning of the Focus.
2. Illustration: The theme/topic should be illustrated with a personal experience, a story, a poem, a song or something that will breathe life into the message.
3. Application: The Focus ends with a life application: a way or ways that the message applies to the members’ personal lives and faith journeys. 
· The Focus is then written using the outline as a guide. 
· To make the delivery as smooth as possible, the talk should be timed and practiced aloud several times before it is to be given to the branch. This will also insure that it does not go exceed the 5-8 minute timeframe.
· It is beneficial to have the talk written in large script or typed in a large font and double-spaced. This makes the text easier to see and helps the speaker keep the place. 
A copy of the Focus will be given to the Branch Facilitator at least a week before it is to be presented. The Branch Facilitator will review the talk, check to see that it fits within the time limit, give positive suggestions, verify that it follows the outline, make sure that it doesn’t contain inappropriate material and confirm that it is in line with Catholic theology and teachings. It should be stressed that it is helpful for EVERYONE, no matter how experienced, to have a trusted person go over the talks for feedback.
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